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I.—Foreriran POottitics. 


Tae Burdwan Sanjvam [ Burdwan | of the lst December writes that the B0*>v4™ Sanzivant, 


primary object of the Viceroy’s tour in the Per- 
sian Gulf is to maintain unimpaired England’s 
supremacy there. His Excellency pleased the 
Sirdars on the Persian coast with various handsome presents, and thereby 
strengthened mutual friendship. It was with the object of securing India 
from foreign invasion and prevent the possibility of the inhabitants of the 
Persian coast proving enemies of the British that Lord Curzon undertook 
this expensive tour, May he be successful in his undertaking. 


2. Referring to the tour of His Excellency the Viceroy in the Persian 
Gulf, the Mihir.o-Sudhakar {Calcutta} of the 4th 
December writes that Lord Curzon knows well how 
to attract the love of other people. He has been 
successful in promoting the coodwill of the Chiefs on the Persian coast towards 
the British Government. ‘That the Kussians will have no chance of entrance 
into the Gulf is.certain. But it would have been a good thing if the burden 
of the cost of the tour had not been allowed to fall on the poor people of India. 


38. The Hitavads [Calcutta] of the 4th December writes:— 

Government has been maintaining profound 
secrecy with regard to everything connected with 
the Tibetan Expedition. Before the Afghan War, Government made known 
to the public the cavses which led to it and the object which was sought to be 
gained by it. A similar course was followed before the conquest of Burma 
and the late Boer War. It is doubtful whether Government has acted wisel 
by giving the public an opportunity to make all sorts of surmises by adopting 
a policy of concealment in connection with ‘Tibet. 

In the course of his recent speech at the London United Service Club, 
Mr. Balfour said that, in view of the approach of a mighty Power towards 
India, a strong force was necessary for the defence of the frontier. Does 
Government then mean to fortify the Tibetan frontier? The burden of the 
Afghan frontier lies heavy upon the famished people of India, and the prospect 
of having another frontier in Tibet has greatly alarmed us. Has Government 
wholly forgotten the terrible results of the Afghan expedition? Itis not too 
late as yet for Government to consider how perilous it is to attempt to deprive 
fierce hill tribes of their independence. ‘Tibet is a mountainous country. 
The authorities possess little information about it. Will it be prudent to 
embark upon such a perilous undertaking? We humbly but strongly warn 
Government that it should yet pause and ponder over the matter. 

_ Those who defend the Tibetan Expedition on the ground that if the 
British Government do not stir betimes, Tibet must soon fall into the hands of 
Russia, are = to prove false prophets. In spite of the omnipotencé of 
Russia in Central Asia, Tibet has all along maintained its independence, If 
our Government now takes possession of Tibet, besides causing fearful loss 
of life ard money, Tibet will prove a constant source of trouble and anxiety. 
If it'be really the intention of Government to keep Russia at a distance, will 
not the incorporation of Tibet with the Indian Empire increase the difficulty 
of the situation? Who knows when Russia will invade India? And yet we 
are going out of India to meet her. Can this be wise? This expedition will, 
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Gulf. 
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we believe, create a difficulty where hitherto there has been none, and convert 


the wild Russian scare into a reality. | 
4, The same paper writes as follows: — 
Novel ena Tih After the shape that Mr. Younsnanmns s 
er tree mission has now assumed, the impression has gained 
ground in everybody’s mind that the English are determined to station an 
English garrison in the Chamba Valley within Tibetan territory, on the 
Other side of the Himalayas. The reader is aware that 1¢ was asa purely 
commercial mission that this mission first entered Tibet. — 
has now become manifest: it has been decided to station two thousand Indian 
soldiers in that valley. 
_The passes that lead to the valley are completely blocked up with snow 
during the winter, so that all intercourse between it and India is cut off during 
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the long winter months. It is hard to understand how Indian troops stationed 
in the valley will defend themselves against a Russian or Tibetan attack 
during that season. It is for the imperiglists to say what good it would do to 
expose two thousand helpless Indian troops to such danger for several months 
in the year. ) 

The Christian Powers of the West are so indifferent to all considerations 
of morality and righteousness in these days, and so utterly devoid of conscience 
have they become under the influence of an all-powerful selfishness, that there 
is nothing to wonder at in the fact that the English should throw off the mask 
of justice and proceed to rob ‘Tibet of its independence. But the Maharaja 
of Nepal’s treatment of Tibet in this connection is such as to pain every 
generous man. The Maharaja is a completely independent and enlightened 
prince. To see a Hindu prince like him behave towards Tibet in so unright- 
eous & manner must give pain to everybody. 

It is a regret that, whether dazzled by the splendour of the English 
Government witnessed by him at Delhi, or impelled by the frierdship which 
he feels for that Government, the Raja should have shown an utter want of 
sympathy with the Lama in his danger and thereby laid himself open to blame. 
By its treaty of 1865, Nepal is bound to assist ‘Tibet with troops in times of 
war, in consideration of which it has been receiving an annual subsidy of 
Rs. 10,000 from Tibet. Tibet lately called upon Nepal for assistance accord- 
ing to the terms of the treaty, or at any rate, for the observance of strict 
neutrality, in view of the approaching English invasion. But the answer 
returned to this by the Nepal Durbar is such as to fill every Hindu with shame. 
The answer returned by that Durbar is that it 1s not in its power to prevent 
Gurkha soldiers from fighting against ‘Tibet. 

That it is not in the power of the Nepal Durbar to resist the English, we 
do not deny. It would not have been politic for it to assist Tibet with troops 
against the English Government, according to the terms of the treaty. But 
what it could probably and should most assuredly have done was to remonstrate 
against the proposed invasion, to refuse all assistanee to the invading English, 
and to prevent the Gurkha troops from fighting against Tibet, just as they would 
not fight against, Nepal herself. The sacred obligation created by treaty, no less 
than the subsidy it has so long received, required that it should do this. 

It is a matter of regret that the Maharaja of Nepal has not fulfilled this 
sacred obligation and thereby laid himself open tv blame. Nepal is surrounded 
on three out of its four sides by British territory, and what the fate of Nepal 
will be, when British ascendency is once establistied in Tibet, may very easily 
be imagined. 

9. ‘The same paper has the following :— | 

It clearly appears from Lord Curzon’s speech 
that the principal object of His Excellency’s Gulf 
tour has been in a large measure accomplistied. ‘he Viceroy has freely and 
firmly enunciated the policy’ of the British Government in connection with 
this question by letting all people understand that England will not regard 
with indifference the ascendency of any other Western Power in the Persian 
Gulf, that she will not tolerate the. competition of any other Power for that 
political and commercial supremacy in that quarter of Asia which she had 
established there after long years of patient and persistent toil, and that she 
will do everything’ in her power to maintain that. supremacy, It is certain 
that this clear enunciation of British policy will cause intense heart-burning 
and anxiety to tliose European Powers which were seeking to injure England’s 
commercial and other interests in tlie Persian Gulf. | 

_ But it may well be asked, what made it necessary for the Viceroy to make 
such a firm declaration of the policy of his Government? Theanswer is, Rusua 
is the Power to which His Excellency’s speech is mainly directed. ‘The 
purpose for which an expedition was despatched to Afghanistan a few years 
ago, and for which one is being sent to Tibet at the present moment is precisely 
that for which this Gulf tour also has been undertaken by Lord Curzon. 
Kngland’s attitude in regard to English interests’ in the Persian Gulf has 
always been well known, but as she: had up till now done nothing beyond 
making formal protests to check the slow adwances of Russia towards that 
regién, the latter grew emboldened and’ has recently almost succeeded 1n 
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establishing her political ascendency in Northern Persia. England finds 
herself compelled to adopt decisive measures, and she has now found her 
opportunity when Russia is quarrelling with Japan over the question of 
Manchuria and Corea. So Lord Curzon is sending troops to Tibet and 
proudly proclaiming the fact of English ascendency in the Persian Gulf. 

It is no wonder that Lord Curzon’s speech has delighted all imperialist 
Englishmen and given pain to Russia. But what effect the speech has had on 
tiie Chiefs of the States bordering on the Persian Gulf, to whom it was 
addressed, whether they were elated with joy or depressed with sorrow, it is 
hard tosay. His Excellency reminded them of the benefits which British 

rotection had conferred on them, gave them promise of its continuance and 
asked them to acknowledge British supremacy, warning them at the same time 
of the danger of any attempt on their part to injure British interests. 

Western Civilisation! is this your teaching? A thief or robber mis- 
appropriating others’ property by force or fraud is detected arid condemned by 
all people, but if a powerful Sovereign ruins a weaker one by similar means 
you do not, if seems, consider such conduct sinful. Thanks to the prevaience 
of such notions, innumerable rulers of States in Asia have ceased to exist. The 
few that are left live in constant dread of the robber-Sovereizns ot the West. 
Has anybody taken the trouble to understand the feelings which were produced 
by the Viceroy’s speech in the minds of the Chiefs whom he addressed as 
friends? Are not the duties of his office a burden to the independent 
Sovereign who is compelled to entrust the absolute authority enjoyed by him 
in his own State to another and finds that he must live in constant dread of 
that another’s frowning looks and must show himself delighted to receive 
favours at his hands? That is why some people may think it possible that 
the picture of progress and prosperity due to British ascendency which was 
depicted for them by Lord Curzon may not, after all, have proved gratifying 
to those Chiefs, ‘The proud and defiant statements of the british Government 
completely stupefied them, and whatever the professions they made, they must 
have, it may be supposed, returned to their homes blaming their ill-luck. 
Alas! will not this policy of territorial annexation and aggrandisement 
followed by European Powers undergo a change ? | 

6. The Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 5th December writes as follows :— 

Is it for the sake of their commerce alone that 
the English have become so anxious to maintain 
their supremacy over the Persian shores? Is it not also their intention to 
secure India from foreign invasion? The English know full well that Russian 
supremacy over the Persian Gulf will enable the Russian navy easily to attack 
India. Russia has bought over the Shah of Persia to her side, and is now 
trying to extend her influence to Tibet, with a view to attacking India from the 
north and the west, and thus placing her between two fires, When a farsighted 
politician like Lord Curzon is at the helm of the Government of India, it is 
needless to say that proper steps are being taken to frustrate this intention 
of Russia. Was not the Tibetan Commission intended to check the 
advance of Russia into Tibet, and is not Lord Curzon’s Gulf tour intended to 
prevent any port on the Persian Gulf from passing into the hands of Russia? 
Of course, Lord Curzon has nowhere expressed these intentions, but there is 
no ground for doubting that these intentions exist. 

Lord Curzon’s chief aim is té strengthen the foundations of British 
dominion in India and to improve at the same time the condition of the 
British Empire, and the means which he has adopted to attain these objects 
are undoubtedly the very best means. Let His Excellency adopt these means 
outside India and inspire life and vigour into the Indians by giving them 
peace and contentment inside, and he will see that the foundations of British 


tule in India have become immensely firmer. 
\ : 


Lord Curzon’s foreign po'icy. 


[I.— Home ADMINISTRATION. 


\ 


|  (a)—Police. | 


\ 


7. The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 1st December writes that the Cuano Mim, 
judgment of the Subdivisional Officer of Jamalpur — Dec. Ist, 1903. 


. Conduet of the Jamalpur Police pec itt aran Shah contains the 
in'the Mymensingh pres. a acquitting one Ganga Ch 


statement that ‘‘some responsible police officer is _ 
| : [ 7 
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more to blame in this case than the chaukidar.” It 
officer’s instigation that alterations were made in the sta 


object of strengthening the case against the 
kumar Guha. 


It is inexplicable why this ‘responsible police officer” has not yet been 
prosecuted for so heinous an offence. This man ought to receive exemplar 


was probably at this 
{ tion diary with the 
Excise Sub-Inspector, Hemanta- 


punishment, and ghould be expelled from the Police Department. Th, 


District Magistrate will, it is hoped, take serious notice of this matter. 
8. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [ Calcutta] of the 
: 2nd December writes :— 
Oppression committed by cooly- 


Pes og Acts of lawlessness by Assam cooly-recruiters 


are still committed. After the humiliation of Sir 
Henry Cotton at the hands of the tea-planters, the latter have become all- 


powerlul in the land. Even the highest officials, from the Viceroy downwards 
are afraid of them. Lately certain Assam cooly-recruiters decoyed 17 Uriyas— 
men, women, and children—from their homes. These people were being sent to 
some tea-garden in Assam. When they were being taken to Sealdah along the 
Harrison Road, they were rescued by certain students from the cooly-recruiters, 
who at once fled. The Uriyas have been sent to their homes with mone 
collected by subscription. We hope Government willtry to arrest the cooly- 
recruiters, 


9. A correspondent writes to the Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 4th December 

| _ that gambling 1s carried on at the annual agricul- 

hoamPling at Bhola inthe Noa- tural mela held at Bhola. The “ three cards” game 

and other forms of gambling ruin many persons. 

The spectacle of poor cultivators losing their little funds and then wailing 

loudly is heart-rending. The Subdivisional Officer of Bhola should stop 
gambling in the meda in future. : 

10. A correspondent writes to the Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 5th 


le ne December as follows :— | 
iy ono on tagey a liana The chaukidari-tax was introduced into the 
thal Parganas. 


Sonthal Parganas in Buaisakh last. Before that 
there was there no chaukidari-tax properly called. ‘The chaukidar used to 
realize his pay from the villagers sometimes in money, but oftener in kind. 
There is no panchayet or collecting panckayet, but the tax is collected by the 
headman of each village. In the Jamtara subdivision there were 24 circles, 
and there was one sardar chaukidar for each circle. but recently three more 
circles have been formed out of the original 24, and three more sardar 
chaukidars appointed. Government has always paid the salaries of these sardar 
chaukidars. But the salaries of the three additional chaukidars are 
being realized from the new circles. This is a grave injustice to those 
people, It is to be hoped that Government will take the matter into its 
consideration. | : 

11. The Ratnakar (Asansol | of the 5th December publishes the following 
from a correspondent :— | 
‘¢ When Svarnamayi, the wife of Haris Chandra 
Dom, was going to the house of Babu Biresvar Bhattacharyya with her daily 
supply of grass, two persons named Helaram Nari and Satkari Fajidar suddenly 
caught hold of her, dragged her into a jungle, and ravished her. Next day 
complaint was made to the panchayet against the two men, but the panchayet 
only punished;them with fine and gave them a few blows for their misconduct. 
Eocmauins should order a prompt enquiry into the allegations of the 
cerrespondent. ‘ 
12. The same paper wries thata theft was committed in the house of 
one Basan Sukul at Kalipahari. But in spite of 
Bonetts at Kalipahari in the information given to the Asansol Police on the da 
ree eee: of occurrence, no enquiry was held till the 29 


Alleged rape at Asansol. 


‘November, on which date a police constable was sent to Kalipahari. Thefts 


were committed also in the houses of Lalvihari Sinha ‘and Magaram; but they 


now deny that thefts were committed in their houses. People have got the 


idea that the police cannot trace the thieves, but compel poor people who. givé 
them information of thefts in their houses, to supply them with costly articles 
of food, On the 17th November the thieves attempted to enter into the Post 
Office. A chaukidar should be posted in the southern part of Kalipahari. 


{ 
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13. The Howrah Hita*shi (Howrah) of the 5th December says that on ee 


the 29th November last, a man who was carrying 
a handi, or pot, on his head, was attacked by a 
number of gundas near the Buckland jetty in Howrah town. The Aandi was 
searched, but when it was found to contain nothing but tamarind ‘and chaléa, 
the man was allowed to go away. ; 

14. . The Dacca Prakas { Dacca] of the 6th December publishes the follow- 
ing theft cases in the Dacca town :— 

(1) Three persons named Singheswar, Bujrangi, 
and Matukdhari stole cash and other articles from a portmanteau belonging to 
one Mahavir, a servant. The thieves have been arrested and put on their 
trial. 

(2) On Wednesday last, thieves forced their way into the house of one 
Lalit Mohun Poddar, of Faridabad, through a window and carried away valuable 
jewels from the person of a daughter of Brajalal Das. Information of the 
theft was given to the police at the proper time, but as usual the culprits 
escaped without any difficulty. Petty thefts and thefts by house-breaking are 
daily increasing in the Dacca town, but the police cannot trace the thieves in 


a single case. 


Gandas in Hcwrah town. 


Thefts in the Dacca town. 


(b}—- Working of the Courts. 


15. Acorrespondent of the Sanjivani [Calcutta) of the 3rd December 
| gine complains of the oppressiveness of the last road-cess 
ae in the evaluation in the Khulna district. Petitions have 
: | been made against it to the Revaluation Deputy 
Collector of the district and to his head clerk, but to no effect. Thousauds 
of appeals have been made to the Divisional Commissioner. Mr. Mukharjji, 
the just and kind-hearted District Collector, to whom the inhabitants of the 
district are indebted for their Civil Hospital and School Boarding, is humbly 
prayed to seriousiy consider the matter and remove the hardship of the people. 
16. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 4th December complains that the 
renewal of licenses for firearms is often extremely 
on yr A notice was issued from the oflice 
of the District Magistrate of the 24-Parganas 
under the signature of Mr. ©. F. Payne, calling upon the holders of 
licenses for firearms in the district to apply for renewal on the 23rd 
November, failing which their weapons would be taken possession of by 
Government. It was also stated in the notice that a nen license would be 
handed to the applicants on the abovementioned date. Those who filed their 
applications on that date were told that the firearms must be produced before 
renewal could be granted. But renewal was not granted to persons who 
subsequently produced their arms, and they were ordered to come another day. 
Now, such irregularities cannot fail to cause great annoyance and even loss 
to persons who are made to dance attendance in this way at the Magistrate’s 
Court simply for the purpose of having their licenses renewed. It is to be 
hoped that the authorities will take good care that the public are. not put to 
such inconvenience in future. | | ‘ 
17. The Mahima [Calcutta] of the 4th December writes :— 
On the appointment of Mr. Handley as a 
BF sprclatment of Mr. Bell Judge of the High Court, Mr. Bourdillon appointed 
miu. the Benne ba a of the Calcutta Small Cause 
Court as the First Judge. Jt was naturally expected 
that there would be.gradual promotion of the other three Judges. But 
Mr, Bourdillon appointed Mr. Bell, a young junior Barrister, as the Second 
Judge, thus making the Calcutta Small Cause Court devoid of a single Hindu 
Judge. The Third J udge took leave on account, of ill-health. His post was 
allowed ‘to remain vacant till the 15th November, and, when on the 16th 
Mr, Hendley reverted to his Judgeship, Mr. Bell, who had been officiating as 
the Second Judge, was gazetted to officiate as the Third Judge. Thus the 
claims of the Fourth and Fifth Judges were ignored. But Mr. Bell, without 
continuing in his officiating appointment, took leave and started for England 
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on the 18th November. Now, let us ask—lIs not this arrangement a di | s 
to Government ? Sir Andrew Fraser is well known as an impartial ruler ‘nf 
we implore His Honour to take this matter into his consideration, , 


18. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 5th December writes as follows :— 


ete Maulavi Bazlal Karim has been appointed tot 
i“ shig py Fen agmmeal Magistra- newly-created pest of third Presidency Meaktan 


| in the Calcutta Police Court. The H 
tion of Calcutta predominates over its Musalman or Christian population, go 
that when the Police Court is going to be composed of three Presidency 
Magistrates it is quite natural and reasonable that the former should desire 
that one of them should be a Hindu. It is believed that Mr. Abdur Rahim wil] 
return to the Bar. He is a highly ambitious man. The inhabitants of the 
northern division of Calcutta will be glad to see his ambition gratified, [If 
Mr. Abdur Rahim vacates his post in the Police Court, Government should jj] 
it up with a Hindu Barrister-at-Law. If Mr. Abdur Rahim continues in hig 


inda popula- 


- post there will be two Musalman Presidency Magistrates in Calcutta, and this 


will displease the Hindu inhabitants of the town. Among Deputy Magistrates 
there is no lack of Hindus who possess qualifications similar to those of 
Maulavi Bazlal Karim, and, to tell the truth, there are among Hindu Deputy 
Magistrates much better men than the Maulavi. Government has not therefore 
acted rightly by appointing him and not a Hindu as third Presidency 
Magistrate. | 
19. Referring to the case, Nundi Hariani versus Bipin Behari De, Sub- 
} Inspector of the Chirirbandar thana in the Dinaj- 
gerne, case of Bipin Behari De, pur district, in which the latter has been sentenced 
thana in'the Dinajpur district. 0 25 years’ imprisonment by the Sessions Judge 
of Purnea, the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 5th 
December says that the sentence has undoubtedly been a very severe one. 
The case, continues the writer, was protracted for two years and a half through 
the obstinacy of Mr. Garrett, Magistrate of Dinajpur. The expenses of both 
the complainant and defendant have been ruinous on account of this prolonged 
trial. Will not the Lieutenant-Governor call for the papers of the case and 
examine them? Does not the law of the English saul for any remedy for 
so much unnecessary harassment and expenditure ? 


(d\— Education. 


20. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 8rd December writes that at the last 
ee 6 ek B. L. examination the examiners proposed un- 
expected and unusual questions. Subjects to which 

only a small portion of the total marks has hitherto been assigned were given 


greater importance this year by being assigned much larger marks and vtce 


versd. Moreover, questions which could only have been answered by experi- 
enced lawyers were also put, | 

21. A correspondent of the same paper says that at the last Lower 
Primary examination held in Bogra town, about 
160 examinees were not allowed admittance into 
the examination hall. Disappointed candidates 
applied first to the Vice-Chairman of the Board and then to the District 
Magistrate, but to no effect. At last they sent the following telegram, with 


The last Lower Primary exami- 
nation at Bogra. ? 


¢ 


fee oy for reply, to the Divisional Inspector of Schools :— 


We, about 160 candidates for Lower Primary examination, paid fees duly. 
No seat supplied. Prevented from admittance in examination hall. Prompt 
orders solicited.” a 

In vain did the 160 candidates wait for a reply to this telegram. 
Some of them were supplied with seats in the Bogra Thomson Hall, and it # 
rumoured that there was some mystery in this exhibition of partial favour. 
There were 1,300 candidates forjthe examination,jbut the number of queston- 
papers was only 900 ; 400 candidates were consequently prevented from a al 
ing in the examination. The authorities are ang A prayed to make n0 
rs, A in doing justice to these unfortunate candidates. | 
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22. The same paper writes as follows :— , a 
The Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, 
Training schools for gurwe in says that training schools for gurus have been 
Bengt. established in 79 subdivisions within his jurisdiction.. 
We have visited some of these schools, but have found neither student nor 
teacher in them, nor do we expect to find teacher or student at any time. 
The Director has ruled that none but those who have passed the final examina- 
tion of normal schools after learning the Kindergarten system, drawing, ete., 
should be appointed teachers in these training schools; but the rate of salary 
which he offers to pay to such teachers is only Rs. 9 per head. Will any 
passed student of a normal school accept service on so small a salary? As for 
the students of these training schools, it has been ruled that they shall receive 
a scholarship of Rs. 3 each. But will this bait of Rs. 3 attract students to the 
schouls when the largest salary which they shall expect to earn during their 
lives is Rs. 5or6? For these reasons the training schools will remain empty 
for ever. We now want to know from the Director personally whether the 
79 training schools, which he has established, have been equipped with 
teachers and whether there are any students there, 


23. The same paper writes as follows :— | 
; The following rules appeared in a notification 
A notification regarding unaided yblished in the Calutia Gazette of the 2nd Decem- 
_— ber last :— 


“ Candidates from unaided schools are liable to be excluded from competition for a Gov- 
ernment scholarship, if text-books, which are disapproved by Government, are in use at the 
school in question. . 

“A school sending up candidates for any Government scholarship is required to send, in 
the month of January each year, a list of all the text-books used in the several classes of the 
school, to the Inspector of Schools of the Division in which the school is situated. Should 
there be any book in use which is disapproved by Government, the Inspector shall at once 
bring this fact to the notice of the Director of Public Instruction for such action as he may 
deem it necessary to take.”’ | 


Government has done wrong in publishing these fearful rules in an obscure 
corner of the Calcutta Gazette without consulting anybody about them. Who 
has raised this tumult when Sir Andrew Fraser has just taken charge of the 
Government of the country? Once during Sir John Woodburn’s Lieutenant- 
Governorship, Mr. Pedler tried to promulgate similar rules, but was prevented by 
Sir John from doing that. Sir John ordered that the authorities of unaided 
schools should not be compelled to use only such text-books as are approved b 
Government. Who now violates this order? Is Sir Andrew aware of all 
this ? Many of the officers of the Education Department are making money 
by writing text-books, and many worthless books have been passed as text- 
books as mere favours. We can furnish His Honour with information in this 
matter. Itis not a good omen for Sir Andrew’s rule that it should begin 
with attempts to deprive unaided schools of their independence. 

24. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 5th December defends the Secretary 

ee Rint ok A of the Bethune College against a recent attack of 
Collsno~o delenes, the Sanjivant newspaper against him, with reference 
to the appointment of Babu Syamadas Mukherji 


as a Professor in that College [see Report on Native Papers of the 28th Nov- 


ember 1903, paragraph 19]:— 

_ We have observed for a long time that the banner of our contemporary 
inscribed with the motto “ Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity” flutters furiously 
whenever Brahmo interest is in the least injured. The violent re = 
our contemporary’s.banner in tho present instance led us at once to su ) 
Brahmo interest had been somewhere injured, and the enquiries that we made 
convinced us that our suspicion was not groundless. 

The cause of our contemporary’s anger is that when a Brahmo Professor 
of the Bethune College lately died, another Brahmo was not at once appointes 
in his place. This anger showed itself at first in the shape of a mild mutter- 
ing which presently developed into a terrific roar, and when he at last found s 


Hindu appointed to the vacancy in the person of the learned, talented, versatile, 


and universally popular Babu Syamadas Mukherji, in the intexest of th 
College, in spite of all his gromblings and growlings, his roar rose to th 
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highest pitch and his abuse of the Secretary transgressed all bounds of decency 
and courtesy. x 


The editor of the Sanjivan: is a leading Brahmo and he always fights hard 


in the interest of the Brahmo Samaj. Thus when many ugly rumours were 


afloat regarding the proprietorship of the City College, it was he who, in the 
interest of the Brahmo community, hushed up the agitation.’ But those who 
regard sectarian interest above fact should tear up their banner of equality. 

Is Syamadas Babu unfit to teach Brahmo girls simply because he is a 
Hindu? Are probity and purity a monopoly of the Brahmos? Are all 
Hindus fallen and wicked? We donot know whether any Brahmo would be 
so bold and indiscreet as to say that. 

The present Secretary of the College is one of the pioneers of female 
education in this country. From long before his appointment as Secretary of 
the College, he has been assisting it in various ways. During Lord Lans- 
downe’s Viceroyalty a prize distribution was held in a shed constructed 
outside the College building. It was on that occasion that the present Secre- 
tary, at the request of the then Secretary and Lady Principal, placed wooden 
posts, bamboos, and chairs belonging to the Congress at the disposal of the 
College authorities, free of charge. In this way he has, on various occasions, 
lent for the use of the College carpets, couches, and cushioned chairs procured 
from friends, It was thus that the present Secretary lent the College the use 
of some chairs belonging to the Congress, and this is the secret of the presence 
of Congress chairs in the College about which the Sanjivant seems inclined to 

make great ado. | 
On the death of Aditya Babu, a Professor in the College, the present 
Secretary reported the vacancy to the President with a request that it might 
be promptly filled up. At this time the Lady Principal submitted a recom- 
mendation for certain promotions and redistribution of posts, which, too, was 
submitted to the President. ‘The President, however, remarked that it was not 
in the power of the Committee to sanction any promotions or redistribution of 
posts and that Government alone could do this. This case was accordingly 
referred to the Director of Public Instruction, who nominated Syamadas Babu 
to the vacancy with the remark that he was equally proficient in literature, 
mathematics, physics, and philosophy. At this time the Secretary had no 
acquaintance with Syamadas Babu. ‘The appointment was notified by circular 
to the members of the Committee, who and, among the rest, a Brahmo, namely, 
Professor P. K. Roy, sanctioned it. Only Babu Anandamohan Bose remarked 
that the vacancy should be filled up by promotion. It would be enough to 
remark here that if the vacancy had been filled up by promotion, a higily 
connected Brahmo lady would have benefited by the arrangemeut. This is 
the head and front of the Secretary’s offending, Placed as he was between 
the Scyila of the claims to preferment of a highly connected Brahmo lady and 
the Charybdis of the Director’s nomination, his situation was the most uncom- 
fortable indeed. 
‘Then comes the Sanjivani’s charge against the Secretary that he should have 
notified the nomination not by issuing a circular, but by calling a meeting. 
But our contemporary would have known, if he had only cared to enquire, 
that this power of notifying by means of circulars is one which the Secretary © 


has long enjoyed in all urgent cases, and which has been expressly conferred 
upon him by a resolution of the present Committee. ee 
The next charge that we have to deal with is that'this circular was not 
sent in time to all members. But Babu Anandamohan was not in his owt 
house at the time, and it was ascertained by prolonged enquiry that he was then 
putting up in the house of Dr. Jagadis Chandra Bose. The circular was sent 
to him there, but some one wrote on the cover: ‘‘ Both Dr, Bose and Mr. Bose 
are out of town.” The question has been asked, why could not the circular be 
sent to Babu Anandamohan where he was, when it could be sent to Raja Peary 
Mohan Mukherji at Utterpara? The answer is that the Secretary is not bound 
tosend any circular to any member out of Calcutta unless he- notifies his 
address tothe Secretary. On Babu Anandamohan’s return to Calcutta, the 
‘circular was sent to him in the High Court, but he, for some unaccountable 
' rcason, detained it for 10 or 12 days, which was the reason why it could‘not be 
peak to Mr. Justice Rampini, who left for England the very next day, and | 
ry the filling up of the vacancy was delayed. — | 


{ 
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(e)—Local Self-Government and Muntcipal Adminisiyation. | 


25. A correspondent complains in the Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda 
| Bazar Patrika { Calcutta} of the 2nd December 
eitipal Co —_— the that the Calcutta municipal authorities pay little 
cpt plead ie or no attention tothe horrible condition of the 
roads in Kidderpore. If the Chairman and the Health Officer, Dr. Cook, will 
take the trouble to once visit these roads, they will come to know how grossly 
matters are mismanaged in Kidderpore. If the same thing had happened in 
the a quarter, then of course prompt attention would have ‘ten paid 
to everything complained of. Before the new Act came into force, the old 
Commissioners used to look to everything. It 18 notorious that complaints in 
the native quarters receive no attention from the authorities. 

26. The same paper observes that its remarks in a previous issue [vide 

— se, 1 on Native Papers in Bengal for the week 

vice sep tniaamuiune ending the 21st November, paragraph 16] against 

the introduction of septic tanks on both banks of the Bhagirathi from 

Calcutta to Naihati strongly voiced native public feeling with regard to the 

matter. The idea that the contents of thousands of privies will be thrown into 

the sacred river is so abhorrent to all Hindus, that the mere proposal has given 

them the greatest possible pain. It will be a sacrilege of the most offensive 

character. It is hoped that Sir Andrew Fraser, himself a religious man, will 

not allow the religious susceptibilities of the Hindus to be hurt in such an 
outrageous manner. 

297. The Sanjirani | Calcutta | of the 3rd December writes as follows:— 

The inventor of septic tank latrines says that 
they are perfectly safe and innocuous from the 
sanitary point of view, and we are, of course, not 

repared to venture an opinion on this point, But this much information we 
las gathered by enquiry that the health of those riparian places near Calcutta 
in which such latrines have been constructed, has deteriorated and that fever 
has become unusually prevalent there during the current year. 

When it was proposed to construct septic tank latrines in the Ordnance 
Factories at Ichhapur, the then Health Officer of the Calcutta Municipality 
objected. The following extract, bearing on this point, is taken from the 
— of the ordinary meeting of the Corporation held on the 2nd June 
ast :— | ee 

Septic tank latrine for Ichhapur.—The Chairman said that he had received a communica- 
tion from the Magistrate of the 24-Parganas, forwarding copies of correspondence regarding 
a proposal to construct septic tank latrines for 2,000 to 3,000 workmen in the new Ordnance 
Factories at Ichhapur, discharging the effluent into Ichhapur khal about 200 yards above its 
junction with the Hooghly. Ur. Cook, the Health Officer, was of opinion that a septic tank 
for sewage of 2,000 to 3,000 people discharging into the Hooghly, a mile above the intake 
of the Pulta water-works, would be a danger to the health of the town. Dr. Cook wrote :— 
“My reasons are that typhoid fever is by no means uncommon amongst the soldiers 
stationed in Barrackpore, that it has not been proved that typhoid germs are killed by the 


Septic tank latrines in villages 
near Calcutta. 


passage of sewage through a tank, and that I believe it possible for our water-supply to be | 


infected. It has been proved that such germs can travel 50 miles or more in a river and 
retain their vitality ; so the distance of one mile would not afford a sufficient protection. If 
the effluent after filtration were disposed of on a suitable grass farm and never under any 
circumstances, such as heavy rain or flood, discharged directly into the water-course, I think 
it might be allowed, but this would present difficulties during the rains. | 

The discharge into the khal would be dangerous. : 

If the effluent from septic tanks at Ichhapur can infect the filtered water- 
supply of Calcutta, how great must be the danger to which the health of those 
people, who drink the water of the Hoghly and bathe in it, has been exposed 
Owing to the construction of a number of such tanks on its banks ? Asa 
matter of fact, these septic tank latrines have greatly alarmed the inhabitants 
of the riparian villages and deeply wounded the religious feelings of the 
Hindus, who consider it a sacrilege to pollute the water of the sacred river 


PY 


Ganges with sewage. It is hoped that our gererous Lieutenant-Governor will 
ear the gratitude of the people by abolishing these latrines. oe 
28. The Hitavadi Ca cutta | of the 4th December writes that Government 
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nuisance will probably be found unworkable. _ The idea of the Sm 
making house-to-house visitations on Inspection work and prosecutin 
indiscriminately. is a revolting one, Such a scheme is bound 
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one is put in mind of -the:.story of the mountain in labour. The rul 
reforms which Mr. Grover ‘has recommended for the removal of the pals 


oke-Inspector 
&§ people 
to prove 


unsuccessful,.- Calcutta, therefore, is none the better for the advent of 


Mr. Grover. Its only gain has been a waste of public money. 
29. Babu Girija Bhusan Ghosal, of Chinsura; pec bo in the same 


paper that passengers using the Government fe 
PR ch pi rok aT newwees between Chinsura and Naihati are greatly inconve- 
| nienced in consequence of the conduct of the 
manjis. Although the rate of fare per trip is 2 pice per head, yet tho 
manjis sometimes charge 4 annas. The correspondent himself had to pa 
10 pice to cross the river. The authorities, it 1s hoped, will remove this 
inconvenience. . 


(f )— Questions affecting the lund. 


80. A correspondent of the AM tavadt (Calcutta) of the 4th December 
makes the following suggestions regarding what 
are known as otbandi tenures :— 

A certain class of lands require to be kept fallow from time to time to 
increase their fertility. Zamindars make temporary settlement of these lands 
with. raiyats and receive rents in proportion to the areas leased out. This 
otbandi system involves much trouble, expenditure, and loss both to the zamindar 
and the raiyat. The amins, paiks, and amlas of the zamindars exact large 
amounts in various shapes from the raiyats who take lease of otband? lands, 
If zamindars will grant long leases to raiyats, say for 20 years, both parties 
may idee rofit by the arrangement. The zamindar will then be saved the 
expense of frequent settlements. The saving thus effected in 20,years will 


The otbandi system. 


amount to a large sum, which may be utilised in various ways, such as excavating 
tanks for itrigation purposes, founding charitable hospitals, and so on. This 
arrangement will not only be equally profitable to zamindars and raiyats, but 


will also serve to promote friendly feelings between them. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


81. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
2nd December writes as follows:— _ 

Third-class waiting-rooms in railway stations 
| - are not, generally speaking, fit for human beings. | 
They may properly be styled stables or catile-sheds. The third-class waiting- 
room at the Howrah st:tion is much worse than even the stables of Messrs. Cook 
& Son or those of Messrs. Hart Brothers, The waiting-room for females 
is no better than a dark cell. At the Sealdah station the waiting-room for 
third-class passengers is good, but there is no waiting room for third-class 
femule passengers. The inter-class waiting-room is not well ventilated. At 
stations where there are only tin sheds, passengers suffer from inclemencies of 
the weather. These sheds resemble the municipal cattle-sheds, 

The platforms at many stations are so low that passengers, especially 
females, are greatly inconvenienced in getting into or -alighting from the 
carriages, At Goalundo there is no platform, but staircases are provided for 
first- and second-class passengers. A fewemore staircases for third-class female 
passengers would remove their inconvenience, but the railway authorities 
are not willing\to incur even the insignificant expense required for this 
purpose. | co | 

The arrangement for the supply of sweetmeats to native passengers has 
not: much improved even in the principal stations. A compartment should be 
provided in all through trains for the sale of sweetmeats, as has been done for 
the sale of soda-water, lemonade, and ice, — : se | 

- Outrage upon female passengers in trains is a standing complaint, and 
nothing has yet been done to prevent this. Strong iron bars should be so fixed 


Inconveniences of railway 
passengers. 


in the windows of female carriages as to make it impossible for any _ to 


enter into them through those windows. The guard of the train shoul 


\ 


open or ° 
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shut the doors of female carriages at each station. A female guard should 
travel in the female compartments.in all through trains, © © °° °°) 

Goods waggons should never be used forthe conveyance of passengers. 
In the event of the number of meen. ry falling short at times of heavy traffic, 
carriages from other railways should be borrowed. Government should make 
strict rules disallowing the use of goods waggons for passenger traffic. 

Oppression by railway coolies is very great. “yore at the stations where 
cooly-hire has been fixed by the railway authorities, the coolies give a good 
deal of trouble. Cooly rates should be notified at all stations and in railway 
time-tables. | vee | 

32. The Aitavads [Calcutta] of the 4th December publishes the following 
from correspondents :— 

(1) Babu Amulyacharean Sen Gupta, a student 
of the Ripon College, Calcutta, complains that third-class passengers find great 
dificulty in purchasing tickets at the Sealdah station, ‘There are two ticket 
windows in the Eastern Section for the sale of third-class tickets. But tickets 
are issued only at one of them and the other remains closed. The police 
constable standing near the booking-cffice takes bribes from passengers for 


Railway complaints. 


purchasing their tickets. The correspondent himself had to pay 5 pice to 


the police constable on two occasions as bribe. Tickets ought to be issued at 
Sealdah as at Howrah. The police constable at the gate does not allow 
passengers to go to the platform unless he gets 1 anna from each passenger. 
Under the rules each bench in a railway carriage is to seat five passengers, But 
seven or eight passengers generally sit upon each Bench and many remain 
standing. Some additional third class carriages should be provided in each 
train for the convenience of passengers. 

(2) Babu Bhutnath Banerji, of Kadihati, complains that at the Dum-Dum 
Junction there is n> waiting-room for third-class passengers and no arrangement 
for the supply of good drinking-water. Passengers, especially female passengers, 


are put to much trouble in purchasing tickets, Passengers unable to proceed 


on their journey for want of room in the train, complain that the booking-clerk 
in giving refund of their fares pay them 1 or 2 annas less than is their due. 
‘The boc king-clerk begins to issue tickets only a few minutes before the train 
arrives at the station, and the result is that many passengers cannot travel by 
the train for want of tickets. : 
passengers by the back doors of the booking-office. Seven or eight passengers 
sit on each bench in the railway carriages and many are obliged to remain 
standing. One or two more carriages should be attached to passenger trains 
or to the goods train from the Patipukur station. This latter arrangement will 
be the moat convenient, because the tramway line having been extended as far 
as Belgachia, hes increased the importance of the Patipukur station. Obscene 
words are sometimes found written inside female third-class carriages which 
render them unfit for the use of female passengers. The railway authorities 
should remove all these inconveniences as soon as possible. 

(3) ‘The 6 o’clock train from Bongong on the Bengal Central Railway should 
start a few minutes earlier to enable passengers to avail themselves of the 
Bogula local train. Unwholesome sweetmeats are sold to passengers at railway 
stations by the vendors, who also charge unusually high prices. ; 

33. The Mistr-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 4th December writes that 
the road from Panji to Jaugalpur in the Basirhat 
subdivision of the 24-Purganas district needs 
repair. ‘There is heavy traffic over this road, and 
its condition during the rainy season becomes deplorable, It is to be — 

that the Subdivisional Officer. of Basirhat will see that the Local Board makes 
arrangements for its repair. , bee 
Mr. Sayyid Muhammad Mottaki, the Chairman of the Jadurhati Union. 
34. The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 5th December says that 
Messrs. Martin & Co., the proprietors of the 
Howrah-Amta and Howrah-Seakhala Light 
in the matter of removing the inconveniences 
The rates of fare on the lines are higher than 
Even in the big stations there are not separate 


A road requiring repair in the 
Basirhat subdivision. 


Railway complaints. 


Railways, are very indifferent 
of passengers on those lines. 
those on any other railway. 


\ 


Railway Police constables supply tickets to some 


The repair work should be entrusted to 


places for selling tickets for the different classes. The rush of passengers at | 
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the booking-offices is consequently very great at train time, causin i 
inconvenience and hardship to a and at ane vba passengers and to a 
and sick passengers, ‘There are no second-class carriages on these lines 
Respectable people are therefore obliged to travel either first or inter class. 
Bui then the supp 'y of inter-class carriages is so inadequate as to make it 
impossible for all inter-class passengers to find room in them. On Saturdays 
the rush of passengers becomes very great in the afternoon (up) train from 
the Telkhalehat station, and they are therefore subjected to all soris of 
inconvenience and hardship. Return inter-class tickets are not issued on 
the lines. 

35. We have more than once complained in our columns, says the same 
paper, of the absence of lady ticket-collectors at 
the Howrah railway station, but to no effect. The 
cause of the complaint continues as before. The attention of the authorities 
is drawn to the matter. 

36. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 6th December is sorry that some of 
the Indian Railway Companies have declined to 
issue concession tickets during the next Christmas 
holidays. As all public bodies in the country, 
such as the National Congress, the Muhammadan Educational Conferenee, ete., 
will hold their annual gatherings on that occasion, those Oompanies should not 
withhold this concession. 


A railway complaint. 


Concession railway tickets 
during the Christmas holidays. 


(h)— General. 


37, The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the lst Decomber writes that 
the proposed division of the Mymensingh district 
into two parts, if made, will be of little advantage 
to the public. True, the authorities will then have 
lighter work than now, and the European com- 
munity in the town will become stronger. But the educated native community 
will lose their power of united action by being divided into two sections. 
The town of Mymensingh will not be regarded as the sadar station ot either 
district, and it will therefore lose much of its importance. Moreover, much 
confusion will result from the inclusion of one part of a subdivision in one 
district and of the other part in another district. The area and population of the 
district are indeed such as to make a division not inadvisable. By reason of 
its situation, the town of Mymensingh cannot be the sadar station of any of 
the two parts into which the district may be divided. Neither can Tangail 
be the sadar station of the western division on account of its malaria, water- 
scarcity, and out-of-the-way position; nor can Netrakona or Kishorganj be 
the sadar station of the eastern division, And Government will not probably 
be very willing to build a district town for each division at an enormous cost. 
The civil and criminal work of the district may be satisfactorily carried on 

with the present staff of officers, slightly changed. | 
38. The Sanjivani | Calcutta] of the 3rd December has the following 
under the heading ‘‘ Will the Indians become 


The proposed division of the 
Mymensingh district into two 


: “Will the ; Indians beecme hewers of wood and drawers of water ?” :— 
— Government has established an Agricultural 


College at Pusha and appointed Mr. Coventry, 
an indigo planter of Bihar, as its Principal. Mr. Coventry has no University 
career, neither has he received education in any Agricultural College 10 
England or elsewhere. His only qualification is that he is an indigo planter, 
and it is this quaiification which has secured for him the above post. Govern- 
ment, which has in its service a number of Indians whom it gave agricultural 
education in England with scholarships, thought it proper not to give the post to 
one of them, and has given it to an indigo planter of no antecedents. If Indians 
are not favoured with high posts, even if they are highly educated and well- 
qualifiid, why should they undergo the trouble and expense of receiving 
education in England? Will the Indians then become hewers of wood and 


! 


' 
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Government has appointed Mr. Mollison (?) as the Director-Géneral of the 
Agricultural Department. Mr. Mollison passed the final examination of the 
Cirencester Agricultural College in the third division, and has no experience 
and knowledge of Indian agriculture. On the other hand, Messrs. Bhupal 
Chandra Basu and Nritya Gopal Mukharji were placed in the first division in 
the fiual examination of the same College, and have been for a long time serv- 
ing with great credit in the Agricultural Department. Messrs. Devendranath 
Mukharji and Nagendranath Banerji also have been serving in the same Depart- 


ment for a long time after having received their education in the Cirencester — 


College. Each of these men is in every respect superior to Mr. Mollison. Why 
has then Government appointed the latter, instead of one of the former, as the 
Director-General of the Agricultural Department? If Indians are to remain 
hewers of wood and drawers of water in spite of their superior talent and educa- 
tion, of what use will their worth and learning be to them ? 

Dr. Sasi Bhusan Mitra is 1 master of zoological science. He received his 
education in England. But when he applied for a vacant post in the Calcutta 
Museum his claims were superseded in favour of a European of inferior merit. 
Why should Indians try to be great if, after being better educated than their 
European competitors, they are not to receive appointments in their own country ? 

Formerly, Indians educated in English Universities used to be taken in the 
Imperial Service. But now the doors of that service have been shut against 
them, and men like Dr. P. C. Ray and Messrs. D. N. Mallik, J. N. Das Gupta, 
and 8. C. Mahalanabis are working in the Provincial Educational Service. For 
what offence are the Indians kept out of the Imperial Service? Why have 
those, who should be their pupils, been made their masters? Again, in the 
Provincial Educational Service recipients of the Roychand Premchand Scholar. 
ship and Indians educated in English Universities used, at first, 10 be appointed 
on Rs. 250 at the beginning, but they are now appointed on Ks. 150. The effect 
of all this will be that Indians will not go to England any more to receive high 
education, and, deprived of high education, they must become hewers of wood 
and drawers of water. 

The days of Sir John Woodburn and Mr. Bourdiilon are gone. Sir Andrew 
Fraser is now the ruler of Bengal. He is the religious son of a religious father. 
He is a trusted and beloved follower of Him who said, ‘* Love thy neighbour as 
thyself.” We wish to see him giving posts to natives and Europeans impar- 
tially, in cunsideration only of their respective qualifications. 

If the administration of the country is not freed from the taint of partiality, 
people will lose their faith in religion. It will not be a religious act to block 
the path of prosperity of the Indians and reduce them to the condition of 
hewers of wood and drawers of water. — | 
39. A correspondent of the same paper says that the raising of the mini- 

as — mum taxable income from Rs. 500 to Rs, 1,000 has 
ey ae aig A aad, the in many places become a source of hardship instead 
of relief, because many assessors are making high 
assessments in order to make income taxable. During the last rains the Income- 


tax Assessor of Faridpur fixed at Rs. 20 the income-tax to be paid by a poor 


village doctor named Mathuranath Misra of the Maharajpur village under the 
Muksudpur thana. The Assessor made this assessment from Tengrakhola, a 
distance of 4 miles from Maharajpur. __ 

40. Referring to the proposal of levying a pilgrim tax in Puri town, the 

ay . _ Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 5th December writes as 
Pari — pugrim tex in follows :— : 

Mr. J. R. Blackwood, the Magistrate of Puri, 

has asked the opinions of the respectable inhabitants of Puri town on the follow- 

Ing questions:— | | | | 


(1) “The question of the expediency of the tax.” 


(2) “Whether the imposition of such a tax would be likely to meet with much 


opposition,” ee | | 

(8) “What rate it would be desirable to introduce.” i : : oe 

(4) “Whether, in view of the importance of the objects to be gained, ie would not be 
desirable to impose a high rate.” ; 


It need hardly be said that the proposal has within this short time created 


quite a sensation in Puri town. And it is certain that not merely Puri town 


SANJIVANI, 
Deo. 8rd, 1903. 


BanGaVasi, 
Dec. 5th, 1908. 
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but the whole country, from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin, which sends pil- 


grims to Jagannath, will strenuously oppose it. 

The first ground of objection to the proposal is that pilgrims to Jagannath 
are already 1 Sty indirect tax of nearly Rs. 20,000 per year in the shape 
of license-fees for keeping lodging-houses in Puri town. Since the extension of 
the Lodging-house Act to the town each pilgrim to Jagannath is obliged to 
board in a licensed lodgingshouse, and thus to pay an indirect pilgrim tax to the 
Government. 

The second ground of objection is the word “pilgrim.” Puri is not, like 
Hardwear, a place of | gore alone. It isthe head-quarters of a district and 
a business-centre. How shall a true pilgrim be distinguished from one who 
goes to the town on business? Or, will both pilgrim and business-man be taxed ? 

The third ground of objection is the . i to which the funds derived 
from the impost will be devoted. Mr. L. P. Shirres, Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, Municipal Department, says that they will be devoted to the 
attainment of “ important objects.” But what are those objects? Will dharma- 
salas be established, will lakhs of poor men be fed every day, or will a large 
charitable dispensary be founded? If funds are required for the attainment of 
any such object, many rich people may come forward to contribute handsomely 
towards them, and the necessity of taxing pilgrims may be obviated. But if 
they are required for carrying out municipal reforms in Puri town, it will not 
be equitable to tax pilgrims for that purpose, for pilgrims who stay in the town 
for a very short time only, can have no permanent interest in the welfare of its 
Municipality. Itis a strong religious feeling which impels many Hindus, so 
poor as to have nothing more or better than a pice worth of chhatu to live upon 
in a day, to trudge on foot all the way to Puri to see their god, Jagannath. 
Will such pilgrims, too, have to pay a toll of 1 anna on arriving at the town? 
We say 1 anna, because it makes us shudder to think of a pilgrim tax of 4 annas 
perhead. Again, when Government has not said what the ‘‘ important objects ” 
are for the attainment of which funds are required, how is it possible for the 
public to give an opinion on the proposal? It is nevertheless certain that what- 
ever the object desired to be attained may be, there will be universal objection 
to the proposal. Many inhabitants of Puri town have plainly said that it will 
not do to take only their opinion, but that the opinions of all Hindus in all 
India should be taken, as the matter concerns them all. Such is the gravity of 
the question. Will the rate of taxation be the same for the day-labourer as for 
a Maharaja? — | 

The fourth ground of objection is that the proposal to tax pilgrims may be 
taken to mean a proposal to tax religious undertakings, and this again may 
taken to mean an attempt to check private religious belief. It is therefore 
hoped that the Government, the keynote of which is non-interference in matters 
religious, will not carry out the proposal. Why impose a tax against which 
ee will most probably be made to the Government from every part 
of India‘ 

41. The Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 5th December learns from the Amrita 
| Bazar Patrika that Government has included cocaine 
in the class of intoxicating substances. Any 
qu2atity sold which is in excess of 60 gains will be taken as wholesale, and the 
sale of less than that quantity as retail sale. But this provision will not prevent 
the sale of cocaine. ‘The result of so much agitation has been that instead of 
classing this substance with poison, Government has made it an intoxicating 
article, and thereby made it a source of income, See 


42, 'The Dacca Prakash {Dacca} of the 6th December writes that a grog: . 
A grog-shop opened at Kalaskati shop wg assog 4 _ "3 opened at pw a Th age 
: g-6n0P erous village in the Backergunge district. 18 
7" we ee scaiatall a aes of «ngs “tg _A petition 
was lately forwarded to Government, signed by zamindars, talukdars, and 
other influential people, praying for the removal of the grog-shop from the 
village, but it is deeply to be regretted that Government tock op notice of their 
memorial. It is to be hoped that the District Magistrate will take the matter 
into his serious consideration. 


The sale of cocaine. 


s 
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-ITI.—Leers.arion. 


43, The Hitavad [Calcutta] of the 4th December is glad that Government 
has appointed Dr. Ramkrishna Gopal Bhandarkar, 
of Bombay, and Mr. Bilderbeck, of Madras, as 
additional members of the Supreme Legislative Council to take part in the 
debate on the Universities Bill, It is to be hoped Government will elect some 
more native members to the Council for the discussion of this important 
uestion. 
; 44. The Hiéavarta [Calcutta] of the 6th December remarks that the two 
a hors wanted in view ditional members appointed by Government to 
of 9 Pc of the Universities assist in the deliberations on the University Reform 
Bill. Bill in the Viceregal Council, will not represent 
the whole of India, inasmuch as, in the case of an empire so vast, a man of one 
province cannot have a true knowledge of the requirements of another province. 
Two other members, therefore, ought to be appointed, one for the United 
Provinces and another for Bengal. 


The Universities Bill. 


V1I.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


45. The Mahima [Calcutta] of the 4th December has the following :— 
: In all his works Rai Saheb Haran Chandra 
Ph Saheb Haran Chandra Rak- Rakshit has murdured the Bengali language and 
grammar. Does it not really become hard for a person 
to suppress his laughter to hear that the Rai Saheb, possessing, as he does, only 
a smattering of English, has accomplished the feat of translating Shakespeare, 
the task of interpreting whose plays severely taxes the brain of even learned 
Englishmen? But everything is possible in this country. That is why the 
British Government has decorated Haran Babu with that affliction of a title, 
to wit, Rai Saheb. If Lord Curzon had possessed the least proficiency in 
Bengali, a perusal of the Rai Saheb’s Bengali version of Shakespeare would 
have enabled His Excellency to see the sort of person whom he has honoured 
with the title, ) oy 
46. The Bangavasi a . the “> December writes as follows :-— 
The Budh om n the 5th January last, after holding the Delhi 
“me =—s Dashes, Land Cee enh to bas wad On the 
19th January following, the Collector of Gaya called the Hindu Mohant of 


Budh Gaya and asked him to make an unconditional surrender of the local 
Buddha temple to the Government in commemoration of the Coronation of His 
Majesty King Edward VII. The Collector also said that Hindus had no right 
to offer pindas under the Bodhitree. The entire Hindu community was 
startled, astonished, and thunderstruck to hear the Collector sayso. The Sastras 


HitavaDl, 
Deo. 4th, 1908. 


HiIravakTa, 
Dec. 6th, 1903. 


MaHIMa, 


Dec. 4th, 1903. 


BANGAVASI, 


Dec. 5th, 1903. 


are clear and explicit on the point that the offer of pindas under the Bodhi tree 
is 2 highly meritorious act. At present we wish to refer to slokas 26th to 29th 


n the 43rd chapter of Bayu Puran, Uttarardha, which say :— 


, - After saluting Dharma and Dharmeshwara, the Mahabodhi tree should be saluted: 
= ute thee, O King of the Aswatthas, who holdest Brahma, Vishnu, and Maheswara 
he re thyself. The odhi tree (should be saluted) for the deliverance of the doers and their 
orelathers. Let those of my relatives in my paternal and maternal lines who have gone to 
predition, be all saved at the sight and touch of thee. O King of trees, I have come to ng 
y 


ond my three-fold debt, and I am saved from great sins and the sea of life at 


What wonder that a European 


Collector should try to “ee away the 


right of Hindus to offer pindas in Budh Gaya? The Mahant Maharaj did not 
consent to the proposal of the Collector. The ery next day Mr. Sarada 
Charan Mitra, then a Judge of the Calcutta High Court, and Mahamaho- 
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padhyaya Hara Prasad Sastri were deputed by Government to make various 
enquiries in Gaya town. These gentlemen saw with their own eyes Hindus 


offering pindas under the Bodhi tree, and yet they made some pro osals to. 


the Mahant regarding its control, etc. The first proposal was to the effect 
that a Committee should be. appointed for the management of the Buddha temple 
and that in that\Committee both the Mahant and the Buddhists should have 
representatives. The Mahant was asked to give a reply to the proposal. within a 
‘ew hours. He asked for more time to consider the matter, but did not get it. 
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He rejected the proposal, and how could he, who is the representative of the 
entire Hindu community, do otherwise ? . 


The matter presents a serious dilemma, on one horn of which is the dis. 


ere of crores of Hindus and on the other the displeasure of a handfy) of 


uddhists. The feelings of the Hindus will be greatly wounded if the Mahant 


is deprived of any of his rights and if any other sect, at. present possessi 
no right over the temple, is allowed to establish one. We, therefore, humbly 
pray Government to mové calmly and carefully in the matter. 


47. The Dacca Prakas Lacon » o  - December writes that His 

} Honour Sir Andrew Fraser granted interviews to 

pg be ‘eutenant-Governor at the gentry of Dacca from noon till 4-30 p.m. All 

persons present were highly pleased at the cordial 

reception they met with from His Honour and from Mr. Macpherson, his Chief 
Secretary. 


An open letter to Sir Andrew 48, The Dacca Gazette [Dacca } of the 7th 
Fraser. | December has the following in its English 
columns :— 


AN OPEN LETTER TO Sik AnDREW H. L. Fraser, K.c.8.1. 


Welcome. 


Sir,—On your first entry as the Governor of the Province, to the town 
of Dacca, the capital of East Bengal, the local public bodies and institutions 
have, as it becomes them, presented to you Addresses of Welcome, Asa 
journalist, representing the local public in our own humble way, we feel it 
our bounden duty to accord to you, the representative of our mighty Emperor, 
Edward VII, a warm and hearty welcome as well. When you came here as 
President of the Police Commission, we observed your actions with more 
than usual interest; for, it was almost certain then that you would, at no 


distant time, come to rule over this vast country and we had no doubt that 


you would much like to see things with your own eyes and like to form your 
opinions first-hand. New to this province, you will naturally be curious to 
know much about the place and its people. The public addresses are framed, 
as you know, sir, under circumstances which are not always favourable for 
the free flow of feelings and sentiments) We therefore venture to approach 
you with this letter in which we have tried to lay down our views 
on certain important matters. relating to this important town, the town 
which fought so bravely for the boon of local self-government, and, as fate 
would have it, is about to lose the privilege so graciously conferred by the 
Government of Lord Ripon, Sir, you have heard, from the addresses from the 
District Board and the People’s Association, of the grievances of the district 
as a whole, and we have no doubt they will receive at your hands the consider- 
ation they eminently deserve, coming from such important bodies who are in 
a position to speak with authority on the questions touched by them. We will, 
therefore, sir, with your permission, refer to some local matters concerning 
the weal and woe of about a lakh of people inhabiting this town. 


Official Chairman. 


From the time of the introduction of local self-government in this town, 
the Municipality had enjoyed the privilege of being presided over by a non- 
official Chairman. But for some reasons best known to the authorities, they 
took it into their head to “— the Magistrate of the district in authority over 
that body as the official Chairman from 1900, and that arrangement continues 
up till now. We shall not try to describe here the means adopted to secure 
that end. As we are not at all initiated into the mysteries of official tests of 
success of municipal administration, the change of the personnel of the 
Chairman from non-official to official has been of no value; on the contrary; 
the change has produced worse results. 

The District Magistrate is a hydra-headed official; he is the head of the 
piegeereey he is the head of the Collectorate; he is the head of the Police; 


he is the ead of the ey, alge Department; he is the head of the District 
Board ; he is, further, a Court of appeal both revenue and criminal—et hoc gon 
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omne. In short, he is a veritable Hercules, capable to do anything and every- 
thing. This long catalogue of business ought to be more than enough even 
for the energies of an Indian civilian. But no. such consideration finds a place: 
with him. With him the more power, the better. 

It is very fortunate that the present Magistrate, Mr. Rankin, is an inde- 
fatigable worker with a temper that is never ruffed. Now that such an officer 
has been found wanting in administering the municipal affairs of the town, we 
cannot hope that many Magistrates would be found able to successfully bear 
this additional burden. Mr. Rankin is particu'arly affable ;anybody can find 
easy access to him, In spite of these favourable circumstances, his adminis- 
tration has, up to this time, been productive of no geod result on the whole. 
It is no secret now that two big officers of the Municipality had to give up 
their appointments after departmental enquiries held by the Magistrate on 
representations, one made by the Dacca People’s Association and. the other by 
some independent Municipal Commissioners. We do not like, sir, to rake up 
here those unpleasant things over which apparently the curtain has been allowed 
to drop, but we cannot help observing, that we are no lovers of patch-up work. 
There is no gainsaying the fact that the officers have retired under circum- 
stances not very creditable to themselves as well as to the Administration under 
which they served. We wish, in justice to the parties, they had been given 
an opportunity to vindicate their character before a competent court of law. 


Conservancy arrangements. 


The conservancy arrangement of the town is anything but satisfactory. 
There has been hardly any improvement under the official Chairman. We are 
afraid there has been some beckaliding in this important branch. We beg leave 
to quote a few passages from the Sanitary Commissioner’s last Inspection 
Report on this Municipality in this connection :— 


There are said to be about 13,000 private latrines inthe town, of which about 8,000 
are attended to by municipal sweepers, and there are 200 well privies all on the outskirts of 
the town. The great pioblem of Dacca has been, and is still, how to deal with these private 
latrines. The 8,000 are supposed to be. attended to on alternate days«nly. Many of the 
remainder are not attended t» at all and are inaccessible. I om informed that between 
Aprill 1897 and April 1900, 69 new passages were opened to give avoess to latrines which 

formerly could not be reached. I saw several of these passages. They were neat and clean 
and had good stone surface side-drains. The work of cleaning out these foul nests must 
have been a very heavy task and reflects great credit on those who organised it and carried 
it out. Unfortunately during the last few years this sanitary zeal has not been maintained 
to the same extent, and there are still many foul spots in the town wkich are quite inaccessible 
to mehters, and the sewage is being poured into lanes year after year until the cesspool that 
is formed. is at a considerably higher level than the surrounding grouud. I saw one of these 
lanes from the top of a neighbouring house. I hope that the present Chairman, Kazi 


Muhammad Yousuff, who was a Chairman during the period referred to, will again use his 


influence and continue to exercise his zeal in having more of. these accessories made, so that 
every private privy may be reached by the conservancy staff. 


__ Any comment on the above is superfluous. We confess we could not have 
indited a more eloquent condemnation of the present municipal administration. 
The time referred to by the Sanitary Commissioner (1897—1900) is the time 
when a non-official gentleman, Khajeh Muhammad Yusoff, sat at the helm of 
Municipal affairs; and he, in the course of three years ceenert no less than 69 
new mehter's passages, while under the much-boasted official regime, little or 
nothing appreciable has been done in that direction. Another great eredit 
belonging to the non-official regime is that most of these passages were 
opened without having recourse to the expensive and dilatory agency of law 
courts and without paying charges for land acquisition. Here the non-official 
eee persuasive arguments and personal ivfluence stocd him in guod 
stead. | | 

_ While on the subject of conservancy, we venture to quote a few 
lines from the report of the Censervancy ub-Committee, presid ed jover by 
Dr. Campbell about this time last year:—* The total number of privies, 
within tke municipal limits of the town, is approximately 13,197, about two- 

thirds of which are cleaned by the municipal meliters, and the rest are left 
uncleaned.” ‘This undoubtedly will appear to be a horrible state of things 
in such a congested town, and yet no serious attempt has been made during 
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the official Chairmanship to make these privies accessible to the mehters.’ The. 
report goes on to say, “It is admitted by the conservancy officers that there is 
a loud cry in the town against the arrangement for the cieuring of privies 
and on reference to the register of privy complaints, it will be seen that 
the number of complaints is gradually increasing and has now assumed 
a big proportion ;” and further on, the report says that ‘“‘to a question 
put by the Sub-Committee, the Health Officer admits that there are some 
privies which are left uncleaned for a whole week. The Conservancy In- 
spector, Mr. Lucus, in reply to a similar question, goes further and savg 
that the maximum a | for which a privy remained uncleaned is, in 
some cases, 15 days. We differ from both, and from information received, 
we are satisfied that there are many instances in which a privy is not 
cleaned fora much longer time than 15 days. This is regrettable and we 
doubt not that these complaints are mainly due to the laxity of supervision over 
mehter’s works.” These are disclosures at once revolting and absolutely 
dangerous to the health of the town. One-third of the whole number of privies, 
that is, more than 4,000 privies, are not cleaned at all and many of those 
that are supposed to be cleaned on alternate days (fur none is cleaned dail 
are not attended to even once in a fortnight or more. One-third of the 
whole number of the privie* are not decoel at all! Query—Do the owners 
of these privies pay any privy-tax? Allow us, sir, to bring it to your notice 
that they have to pay the tax all the same. Is it not injustice? Common 
fairness demands that privy-tax should be levied upon those alone, whose 
privies are served by the mehters. 


Non- Oficial Chairman. 


We shall again quote the Sanitary Commissioner :— 


“Tam much indebted to Kazi Muhammad Yousuff, the Vice-Chairman, now officiating 
as Chairman, for the courtesy he has shown me during my visit. te has done much sactieal 
work for the town in the past, and, I hope, will continue his good work. Heo has evidently 
the welfare of the town at heart, but is somewhat discouraged.” 


This Khajeh (not Kazi) Muhammad Yusoff is a gentleman of education 
and means, and belongs to the family of the Nawab. As such, he has great 
prestige in‘'the town. He was the immediate predecessor of Mr. Rankin in the 
municipal Chair and was unsparing in his exertions, and did all that was 
possible for him to do, and the Sanitary Commissioner’s praise is but a 
tribute to his ability. We agree with the Sanitary Commissioner in holding 
that Khajeh Muhammad has been discouraged, as the one reward for untiring 
exertions and ungrudging sacrifice of his for the good of the Municipality 
he had to forego the Chairmanship and to play the Vice-Chairman under 
Mr. Rankin. Government did not even see its way to mark its appreciation 
of his single-minded devotion to public service by conferring on him some 
titular distinction, 7 


Roads and Drains. 


The roads and the drains do not fare much better. It has been very 
tritely said that one swallow does not make a summer. Iu the same way It 
can be said, one or two well-kept, well-ordered roads—most frequented by the 
Europeans and other well-to-do people—do not go to make a model town. We 
need hardly remind you, sir, that aepeerenees are not to be always relied 
upon. Seeing the present neat and tidy condition of some of the principal 
thoroughfares of the town by which you are likely to pass, should you form 
any opinion as to their general good condition, you will be grievously misled. 
If you will, like Haroun-al-Rashid of olden days, take a tour round the town, 
you will simply stand aghast at the pitiable condition of the town from 
sanitary point of view. The Sanitary Commissioner in his inspection report 
says on this subject that ‘I inspected the main streets of the town and many © 
the smaller roads and lanes. Many of the lanes were dirty and unswept and 
the main road running past the Mitford Hospital, especially the per cnown 
as Babu Bazar and Islampore, was in a very dirty condition, the drains being 
blocked in places with refuse.” Our quotations are from the Sanitary Com- 
Ihissioner’s report on his inspection from the 16th to 21st August last. On, the 
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subject of drains, the Sub-Committee’s report noticed above says, “the cleaning 

of drains 1s far from satisfactory. Those that are situated on the sides of high | 
roads are brushed every day, but those on the sides of lanes and bye-lanes are 

generally brushed once in three or four days. Most of the drains are not 

flushed and emit, as a consequence, very bad smell,” and we may add that 

some are almost blocked up. a 


Drinking water. 


The filtered water-supply iu this town is a lasting monument of the 
princely bounty of the present N tanga resis my the late Nawab Sir Abdul 
Gani Khan Bahadur. One of your predecessors in office characterised this as a 
‘‘ doubtful blessing,” but before we look a gift horse in the mouth, we ought to 
see how it walks. We all complain of the insufficiency of water-supply, but 
all the same, the Municipality waters its streets with this filtered water. This 
is a luxury not enjoyed even by the town of Calcutta. The Municipality 
ought to make its own arrangements for the supply of unfiltered water for 
street-watering and the flushing of the drains or for lavatory and other 
purposes. That being done, we think the present supply of drinking-water 
may do. We have every hope in the hereditary munificence of the illus- 
trious house of the Nawab, and doubt not if the supply of drinking-water be 
found absolutely insufficient even after the prevention of all wastage noticed 
above, the people of the town were to approach the present Nawab in proper 
spirit, he will be only too glad by a further grant to increase the supply. If 
the present water-supply be a ‘doubtful blessing,” then not only the Rawat 
but the authorities who entered into the contract with him not to assess any 
water-rate were equally responsible and equally short-sighted. It is no good 
belittling the bounty, but there is no bar in being suppliant for further favour. 
The question of the supply of unfiltered water has always been shelved 
on 2 plea of financial difficulty. We are afraid that is not a very serious plea at 
all. We think where there is a will, there isa way. They have been building 
a Municipal Office, may be at the cost of about Rs. 50,000. Where do they 
find this money? ‘The Municipality was not in need of a habitation, the 


present building finds enough accommodation, Probably the equipment for 


the su ply of unfiltered water would not have cost more than the cost of 


the building, 


A Deputy Magistrate as Secre'ary.. 


Without troubling you with further details we beg to invite your attention 
to the official proposal now before the Municipality—to bring in a Deputy 
Magistrate as Secretary to the Municipality. Hitherto an Engineer had been 
holding the office to the advantage of the rate-payers. We fuil to see what 
advantage will be derived by having a Deputy Magistrate a3 Secretary. Is 
there any special significance in the label “ Deputy Magistrate”? We don’t 
see any. If a Deputy be pitchforked here, he will stick to the office only for a 
short time, for as soon as he gets into. the senior grades, the Municipality will be 
bound to let go the officer, for the Municipality would not be able to afford to 
him higher salary of the senior grades, aud his experience would thus be lost 
to the Municipality, and going back to the general line he will be probably a loss 
to executive service too. Then, again, the Magistrate is the Chairman and a 
Deputy his Secretary. With this arrangement, what difference would there be 
between one of the many departments under the Magistrate and the Munici- 
pality ? Where would poor Local Self-Government go? ‘The Chairman is the 
master of the Municipality, and the Deputy with bis official instinct will be 
another master, and Commissioners would be eo many ministerial officers 
registering their decrees. | 
If they want a non-Engineer Secretary let them y 1 og one by all means, 
if that would answer their purpose better in these days. There is no dearth 
of cbmpetent men. Let them appoint a really able man_ (not ‘labelled 
Deputy) who may consider himscl? 's servant of the Commissioners and not 
their master. Ve eo : 
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Personal Distinction. 

This town owes a debt of gratitude immense to the Nawal’s family, and 
the present head of the family, Nawab Salimulla, is moving in the wake of his 
illustrious father and grandfather. Dacca will soon owe to his munificence 
an Engineering College. We feel bound to represent to you that Nawah 
Salimulla may be granted the honours which his father and grandfather enjoyed 
and which he too so richly deserves. 

There is no Maharaja in this district, and we are sorry that Raja 
Rajendra Narayan Roy Bahadur of Bhawal is rot living now or we should 
have claimed that high title for him. He has left behind him his threo sons, 
the inheritors of a large fortune, and you as the ruler of the Province are the 
guardian of all wards of the aristocratic houses, and we, venture to suggest 
that yuu may be pleasad to encourage them by words of guidance and affection 


which the young Kumars may cherish in their hearts and may view them as 
beacon lights in the path of their future progress. 


Concluston, 


Let ts hope that the five years of your administration will be a period 
of advancement in this Province. We wish yuu and Lady Fraser a successful 
career in Bengal which may redouned to your credit and to our benefit, 
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Uriya Papers. 


Urxatprrma, 49. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 28th November remarks that 
Nov. 28th, 1903. $0,000,000 maunds of bones, valued at 55 lakhs of 
. Opening out of indigenous in- rynees, were exported, from India during the past 
dustries. ‘ ; , 8 pas 
ae : vear, of which one-third found its way to England, 
one-fourth to Germany, and the remainder to other parts of the world. I¢ is 
some satisfaction to think that the money value was received in this country, 
but this merely represents the expense incurred in collecting bones and 
freighting ships, &c. If the bones instead of being exported to foreign places 
had been utilized in this country in the shape of manure, much greater 
benefit might have been reaped both by landed proprietors and the tenantry, 
which, however, is being lost owing to their ignorance. In addition to improved 
crope, it would afford a good occupativn to the low-caste pans even, who for want 
of Jabour are often driven to the nevessity of adopting the profession of thieves, 
if any educated gentleman could start an industry for getting bone-meal pre- 
pared by these people for being used as manure. 

50. ‘The same paper, referring to the unfavourable remarks regarding the 
Protest against the condemna. 288essment of the Cuttack Municipality, observes 
tion of the work of the Cuttack that it was not fair for the Government to have 
Municipality. solely relied on the reports of the local authorities 
without making detailed enquiries. From the remarks of Government, it clearly 
seems that from the Government down to the Magistrate all have been imbued 
with the idea that the assessors made a fair assessment and that the Commis- 
sioners unjustly nullified that assessment on appeal. This is a grave and 
unwarranted slur cast on a body corporate formed of gentlemen elected by the 
rate-payers and the Government itself, who disinterestedly aad gratuitously 
devote their time and energy to the public good, and does not mean good grace 
on the part of Government. A close examination of the details wil) show that 
the fact is quite otherwise. The Magistrate and the Divisional Commissioner 
whose head-quarters are within the Cuttack Municipality, might, if they pleased, 
have easily verified some of the assessments of the Assessor by personal 
enquiries. But they did not do this, and chose to condemn the Commiseioners, 
ez parte, which was not fair. ‘The whole procedure adopted in this matter 
shows that the authorities repose greater confidence in the Government officials 
than in private gentlemen. If this be the case, it is needless to keep up the 

system of self-government and it had better be soon done away with. 
Ursauurem,. ~ Ol. The same paper states that the sky was clear and the cold. severe in 
; ii, aie the week under report, except on two days when the 
era ' sky was cloudy, attended with slight rainfall, and 
the cold less severe, 3 ae 

: 
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52, The same paper states that there were three or four deaths from 0% ™rms. 


The health of Cuttack town. 


53. The CGarjatbasine 


cholera in Cuttack town during 


the week under 


report, and that the outbreak was not quite virulent 
and that fever had abated. 


Talcher } 


of the 28th November approves of 


Rejection of Mr. Bain’s petition the rejection by Government of the petition of 
. Bain for compensation. 

54. The same psper speaks highly of the liberality and patriotism of the 
Maharaja of Bara Khemundi, who gave to the son 


for compensation. 


Help given to 
mahopadhysys 
Sinha Samanta. 


addition to an annual grant of Rs. 50. 


the son of Maha- 
Chandrasekhar 


of Mahamahopadhyaya Chandrasekhar 


Sinha 


Samanta Rs. 120 in cash, and of the Maharaja of 
Manjusac, who gave him Rs. 500 in ready money in 


55. The same paper states that, owing to the cheapness of rice, traders 
Export of rice from Talcher ate busy exporting it to other places in hope of 
future gain. 

56. Commenting upon the resolution passed at a public meeting held at 
Cuttack in April last for memorialising His 
Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of 
India on the subject of the proposed amalgamation 
of Orissa with the Central Provinces, the Uriya and Navasamvad {Balasore} of 
the 25th November observes that whereas the object of the public meeting 
held at Cuttack, which was to place ail the Uriya-speaking population 
under the same administration, agrees with the object of Raja Baikuntha Nath 
De, Bahadur, who submitted a memorial on the same subject to the Viceroy 
before the meeting was held at Cuttack, it is needless to prevaricate, because 
if that object is carried out, it matters little whether Orissa goes to the 
Central Provinces or remains under Bengal. Supposing Orissa is annexed to 
the Central Provinces, there is no reason for complaint, because no incon- 
venience would arise from such an arrangement under the present civilised 


State. 


Th sed amalgemation of 
Odean Wit the Central Provinces. 


conditions in India. The writer concludes with the remark that opposition to’ 


Government measures 1s of no use. | : 

57. A correspondent of the same paper writes to say that the state of 
the crops in the Balasore district is on the whole 
good. Kut in the past.bad years the people were 
so much involved in debt that it is impossible for 
them to extricate themselves from their debts without the assistance of Gov- 


Crops and sanitation in parts of 
the Balasore district. 


eroment. The writer, therefore, requests Mr. Egerton, the District M 


agistrate 


’ of Balasore, to come to their help and deliver them from their embarrassing 


condition. 


The same correspondent also draws attention to the filthy and 


insanitary condition of the tanks and wells in parts of the Balasore district, 
and invites Mr. Egerton to take strict measures by way of remedying the 


evil arising therefrom, 
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